REGILDING THE CRESCENT
got through the guard without much difficulty.
Two episodes that we witnessed are worth
mentioning. A little group of mutineers, who
had tramped from the city to make their peace
with the avengers of the Constitution, were
being sworn on the Koran by an officer who,
judging from their sheepish demeanour, was
admonishing them roundly. Hundreds of re-
pentant rebels made their way out to the camp
every day on the same errand, and were sent
back to the city with messages of reassurance
for all who would lay down their arms, a course
no doubt responsible for the comparatively
prompt surrender of many of the barracks, where
the Sheikh-ul-Islam was at the same time adminis-
tering a new oath of allegiance that only a few
companies refused to take. On another platform
that afternoon we saw two ragged, ill-conditioned
fellows go sidling up to a group of four officers,
to whom they hesitatingly offered papers. These
one of the officers read, with the result that he
called up several gendarmes, who handled the
couple roughly, and put them under arrest.
They were emissaries from Yildiz.
We then drove out into the country not far
from the nearest tents and found some officers
at a farm-house. One of them spoke, excellent
German, and with him we had some conversa-
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